Transdermal dopaminergic stimulation with rotigotine in Parkinsonian akinetic crisis.
Akinetic crisis (AC) is a much-feared complication of Parkinson's disease (PD) which may appear upon abrupt cessation or malabsorption of dopaminergic medication due to gastrointestinal tract disorders or acute surgery. Intravenous infusion of amantadine sulphate or subcutaneous administration of apomorphine are established treatment strategies for AC. We speculate whether the use of a non-invasive transdermal application form (patch) of a dopaminergic drug (rotigotine) may represent a useful alternative treatment option. We describe the successful treatment of severe AC using rotigotine in a PD patient with gastro-oesophageal ulcers which precluded administration of any oral medication. This case demonstrates that a rotigotine patch might be effective in the treatment of AC. We suggest that rotigotine may represent a useful treatment option due to its favourable receptor profile and unique application form. In particular, it may be helpful in situations that might provoke AC, such as acute surgery. However, experience of the use of the rotigotine patch in this clinical setting is rather sparse and the patch is currently not approved for this indication.